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Learning Objectives 

The learning objectives of this course are as follows: 

 to overview the concepts of invertebrate and vertebrate animals, including 
sponges, cnidarians, comb jellies, flatworms, nematodes, annelids, molluscs, 
arthropods, echinoderms, invertebrate chordates, fishes, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, and mammals. 

 to enable students to understand the diversity within different groups, and 
interrelationship among different species and genera within each group of 
animals. 

 to learn the hierarchy, body plan and their role in ecological development of 
animals. 

Learning Outcomes 

By studying this course, students will be able to 

 Learn about the importance of systematics, taxonomy, and structural organization of 

non-chordates and chordata. 

 Appreciate the diversity of animals living in varied habits and habitats. 

 Understand evolutionary history and relationships of different animals through 

functional and structural affinities. 

 better understand coelom formation, different levels of organization, role of 

macronutrients and micronutrients, their nutritional requirements for different age 

groups during various health conditions. 

COMMON POOL OF GENERIC ELECTIVES (GE) COURSES 

GENERIC ELECTIVES (GE-8): Exploring Animal World 
Zoo-GE-8 
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SYLLABUS OF GE-8  

UNIT- 1: An Introduction to the Animal Kingdom 
  

2 hrs 

Non-chordates vs.   Chordates;   Outline   of   Coelom, 
organization 

Body symmetry, Levels of 

 

UNIT-2: Kingdom Protista 2 hrs 
General characters of Protozoa; Locomotory organelles 

 

UNIT- 3: Porifera 2 hrs 
General characters of Phylum Porifera, Canal system in Porifera 

 

UNIT- 4: Radiata 2 hrs 
General characters of Phylum Cnidaria & Ctenophora; Polymorphism 

 

UNIT- 5: Helminthes 3 hrs 
General characters of  helminths  (Platyhelminthes and Nemathelminths);  Parasitic 
Adaptations 

 

UNIT- 6: Coelomates (Non-chordates) 6 hrs 
General characters of Phylum Annelida; Metamerism 
General characters of Phylum Arthropoda; Vision in insects 
General characters of Phylum Mollusca; Pearl Formation 
General characters of Phylum Echinodermata, water vascular system in starfish 

 

UNIT- 7: Lower chordates (Protochordata)   1 hr 
Salient features of Protochordates (Hemichordates, Urochordates  and 
Cephalochordates) 

 

Unit 8: Higher chordates 12 hr 
General characters of Vertebrates: 
- Cyclostomes; Cartilaginous and Bony fishes; Catadromous and Anadromous 

migration. 
- Amphibians; Adaptations for Terrestrial Life 
- Reptiles; Poisonous and Non-poisonous Snakes 
- Aves; Flight Adaptations in birds 
- Mammals - Prototheria, Metatheria and Eutheria. 

 

Practical (60 hrs) 

(Laboratory periods: 15 classes of 4 hours each) 

 
1. Study of specimens- Non-chordates: 

Euglena, Noctiluca, Paramecium; Sycon; Physalia, Tubipora, Meandrina; Taenia, Ascaris; 

Nereis, Heteronereis, Aphrodite, Hirudinaria, Peripatus; Limulus, Cancer, Daphnia, Julus, 

Scolopendra, Apis, Termite; Chiton, Dentalium, Octopus; Asterias and Antedon 
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2. Study of specimens- Chordates: 

Balanoglossus, Herdmania, Amphioxus; Petromyzon; Sphyrna, Pristis, Hippocampus, 

Exocoetus, Diodon/ Tetradon; Icthyophis/ Uraeotyphlus, Bufo, Hyla, Salamandra; 

Rhacophorus, Draco, Uromastix, Naja, Viper; 

Any three common birds (Crow, duck, Owl); Funambulus, Loris and Bat 

 
3. Study through Permanent Slides: 

i) Cross Section of Sycon, and Ascaris (male and female). 

ii) T. S. of Earthworm passing through Pharynx, Gizzard, and Typhlosole region of 

intestine. 

iii) Septal and Pharyngeal Nephridia of Earthworm. 

iv) Placoid and Cycloid Scales in Fishes. 

 
4. Study of Organ Systems (through videos/animations/photographs/dissections*: 

i) Digestive System of Cockroach; 

ii) Urinogenital System of Rat 

* subject to UGC guidelines 

 
Essential/recommended readings 

1. Young, J.Z. (2004) The Life of Vertebrates. III Edition, Oxford University Press. 

2. Ruppert, Fox and Barnes (2003) Invertebrate Zoology. A Functional Evolutionary 

Approach, VII Edition, Thomson Books/Cole. 

3. Parker T.J. and Haswell W.A. (1972). Textbook of Zoology Vertebrates. VII Edition, 

Volume II. Blackwell, Hoboken 

*Note: Refer Ruppert, Fox and Barnes (VII Ed.) for the classification of invertebrates; 

 
Suggestive reading 

1. Saha, G.K. and Mazumdar, S. (2017). Wildlife Biology: An Indian Perspective. PHI 

learning Pvt. Ltd. 

2. Campbell and Reece (2005). Biology, Pearson Education, (Singapore) Pvt. Ltd. 

3. Mann Raven, P.H. and Johnson, G.B. (2004). Biology, VI Edition, Tata McGraw Hill 

Publications. New Delhi. 

 

NOTE: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination 
Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time. 
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